A sanguineous pleuro pericardial effusion in a patient recently treated with Dabigatran.
Dabigatran, a direct thrombin inhibitor, is one of the new oral anticoagulants. As more patients receive treatment with Dabigatran, and as the clinical indications for Dabigatran use expand, reporting serious adverse effects is fundamental to future safety assessment. Although patients taking Dabigatran had fewer life-threatening bleeds when compared to Coumadin, those events continue to be reported. We describe, in the same patient, a sanguineous pleuro pericardial effusion that was diagnosed incidentally on a pre-ablation cardiac CT angiography. The diagnosis was made approximately two months after initiating Dabigatran treatment for non-valvular atrial fibrillation in a 63-year-old patient.